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Amendments to the Claims: This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, 
of claims in the application 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Previously Presented) A communications setting method for a communications 
network system for performing data communications among a plurality of devices through 
power line, comprising the steps of: 

a house code notification including a house code to be uniquely set for the 
communications network system is transmitted from a first device in the communications 
network system to a second device in the communications network system more than once in a 
first predetermined time period. 

2. (Original) The communications setting method according to claim 1, wherein 

the house code notification includes identification information which can be received by a 
device whose house code has not been set. 

3. (Original) The communications setting method according to claim 1, wherein 

the second device obtains the house code when receiving the house code notification 
successively at predetermined times in a second predetermined time period. 

4. (Original) The communications setting method according to claim 3, wherein 

upon receipt of house code notifications including different house codes in the second 
predetermined time period, the second device discards the house codes. 

5. (Original) The communications setting method according to claim 3, wherein 

after holding the house code, the second device transmits an address setting request 
including a terminal identification code uniquely identifying the second device to the first 
device. 
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6. (Original) The communications setting method according to claim 5, wherein 

upon receipt of the address setting request, the first device transmits a terminal address 
of the second device together with the terminal identification code to the second device, 

7. (Original) The communications setting method according to claim 1, wherein 
the first device starts transmitting the house code notification by a user operation. 

8. (Original) The communications setting method according to claim l|, wherein 

the second device enters a waiting state for receiving a house code notification if the 
house code is not set when power is turned on. 

9. (Original) A communications network system in which data communications is 
performed among a plurality of devices including a first device and a second device through 
power line, wherein 

the first device comprises 

house code storage portion storing a house code to be uniquely set for the 
communications network system; and 

transmission portion transmitting a house code notification including the house code 
more than once in a first predetermined time period to the second device; and 

the second device comprises 

reception portion receiving the house code notification transmitted from the first device; 

and 

house code obtaining portion obtaining the house code when receiving the house code 
notification successively at predetermined times in a second predetermined time period. 
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10. (Previously Presented) A device connected to a communications network system 
which performs data communications through a power line, comprising 

a house code notification including a house code to be uniquely set for the 
communications network system is transmitted more than once in a predetermined time period 
to a second device connected to the communications network system. 

11. (Original) The device according to claim 10, wherein 

the house code notification includes identification information which can be received by a 
device whose house code has not been set. 

12. (Original) The device according to claim 10, wherein 

when an address setting request including terminal identification code for unique 
identification of the second device is received, a terminal address of the second device is 
transmitted to the second device together with the terminal identification code. 

13. (Original) The device according to claim 10, wherein 
transmitting the house code notification is started by a user operation. 

14. (Currently Amended) A device connected to a communications network which 
performs data communications through a power line, comprising 

a house code notification including a house code to be uniquely set for the 
communications network system is received from another device connected to the 
communications network system , wherein 

the house code is obtained when the house code notification is received successively at 
predetermined times in a predetermined time period . 

15. (Cancelled) 
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16. (Currently Amended) The device according to claim iSlA, wherein 

when house code notifications including different house codes are received in the 
predetermined time period, the house codes are discarded. 

17. (Currently Amended) The device according to claim iS14, wherein 

after holding the house code, an address setting request including a terminal 
identification code for unique identification of the device is transmitted to said another device. 

18. (Original) The device according to claim 14, wherein 

If a house code is not set when power Is turned on, the device enters a waiting state for 
receiving a house code notification. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method of transferring a master function of a first device 
used to set a house code or a terminal address of a second device and connected to a 
communications network system which performs data communications among a plurality of 
devices through a power line, the device including the master function and an address table 
holding terminal addresses which are assignable to other devices comprising the steps of: 

the master funct i on is to set a houso code or a term i na l address to another dev i ce; 

a f i rst dev i ce hav i ng the mostcr funct i on and on address table ho l d i ng term i na l 
addresses wh i ch con be ass i gned to other dev i ces tron s mits transmitting the address table from 
a first device to a second device when the first device receives from the second device an 
address table transmission request indicating a transmission request of the address table, 

upon receipt of the address table from the first device, the — second — dev i ce 
rotr i ovcs retrievina bv the second device from the address table an unused address which can be 
assigncd is assignable as a terminal address to the first device, and tronsm i ts transmitting to the 
first device a request to change a terminal address into the unused address and a request to 
invalidate the master function; and 
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the second dGv i co onDb l oG i ts own enablina a master function of the second device wlien 
the first device changes i ts own a terminal address thereof into the unused address, and 
invalidates the master function of the first device . 

20. (Currently Amended) The method of transferring o master funct i on of a dev i ce 
according to claim 19, wherein 

the second dcvicG tronsm i ts transmittina by the second device to the first device an 
address table transmission request indicating a transmission request of the address table by a 
user operation. 

21. (Previously Presented) A communications network system which performs data 
communications through a power line among a plurality of devices including a first device and a 
second device comprising a terminal address and a master function of setting a house code or a 
terminal address, 

the first device comprises means of holding an address table which holds terminal 
addresses assignable to other devices, means of receiving an address table transmission 
request to transmit the address table, and means of transmitting the address table; 

the second device comprises means of transmitting the address table transmission 
request, means of receiving the address table, means of retrieving from the address table 
received by means of receiving an unused address which can be assigned as a terminal address 
to another device, and means of transmitting a request to change the terminal address into the 
unused address and a request to invalidate the master function; and 

the second device enables its own master function when the first device changes the 
terminal address into the unused address and invalidates the master function. 

22. (Currently Amended) A device which has a master function, and is connected to 
a communications network system which performs data communications through a power line, 
comprising 
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the master function is to set a house code or a terminal address t eof one or more 
afwther devices and 

the device comprises means of storing an address table holding terminal addresses 
assignable to the one or more other devices, means of receiving an address table transmission 
request from one of the other devices to transmit the address table, and means of transmitting 
the address table to the one other device at the address table transmission request. 

23. (Currently Amended) The device according to claim 22, wherein 

when the device that is a present master receives a terminal address, a request to 
change the terminal address, and a request to invalidate the master function ore received from 
the one other device to be a next master ^ the terminal address of the device that is the present 
master is changed to the terminal address received, and the master function is invalidated. 

24. (Original) The device according to claim 23, wherein 

an address setting completion notification indicating that the address has been changed 
into the terminal address received, and that the master function has been invalidated is 
transmitted. 

25. (Original) The device according to claim 22, wherein 

the address table includes address assignment information indicating whether or not a 
terminal address has been assigned. 

26. (Previously Presented) A device which has a master function and is connected to 
a communications network system, comprising 

the master function is to set a house code or a terminal address to another device; and 
the device comprises: 
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means of obtaining an address table holding terminal addresses assignable to other 
devices; and 

means of extracting a terminal address assignable to another device from the address 
table, and transmitting the terminal address, a request to change into the terminal address, 
and a request to invalidate a master function of another device having the master function. 

27. (Original) The device according to claim 26, wherein 

the address table further includes address assignment information indicating whether or 
not a terminal address has been assigned to said another device. 

28. (Original) The device according to claim 27, wherein 

after receiving the address setting completion notification, the master function of the 
device is enabled. 

29. (Currently Amended) A device connected to a communications network system 
which performs data communications among a plurality of devices through power line, wherein 

an address table including terminal addresses of other devices and address assignment 
information indicating whether or not the terminal addresses have been assigned is held, and a 
reply request is periodically transmitted to other devices when a number of pioccs o f assianed 
addresses included in the address assignment information is equal to or larger than a 
predetermined value. 

30. (Original) The device according to claim 29, wherein 

the address table records a number of times of no reply in response to the reply request 
for each assigned terminal address and 

the address assignment information about a terminal address for which the number of 
times of no-reply exceeds a predetermined value is changed from 'assigned' to 'unassigned'. 
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31. (Currently Amended) A computer processable medium for storing a program ef 
causing a computer to realize a function of transmitting a house code notification including a 
house code more than once in a predetermined time period. 

32. (Currently Amended) A computer processable medium for storing a program of 
causing a computer to realize a function of obtaining a house code when a house code 
notification including the house code is received successively at predetermined times in a 
predetermined time period. 

33. (Cancelled) 

34. (Cancelled) 
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